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OFFICER DOWN INC.

Honors Fallen Heroes,
Asks for Help
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assisd .,'q_'_q,.|-.._'.,| OF Eu_'r-|:..l||-_'."|l.!. dizsabled Mew
lersey law enforcement officers andfor thelr
familses, held i annual Honosing Cur Hemoes
Gala on Janmary 21, 2002, a8 the Grand Masqués
in Old Bridge. The memorable event was 4

fundraiser and a wonderful evening honosing

heroes who have given w0 much of themselves
for the citizens ab RNew [Jersey After a cocktadl
houe, the opening ceremony began. At this poing
in the evening, time was token 1o remember
deceased officers and mititlary members with the
tabde of konor, Following o small tnbute video,
& monetary gift was preserted to the 2011 CO0H
reciplents and their families.

Helding om 8o Hope, a foundation started by
x-\.\, Walsifer [the Bamncée of slain Lakevwood
Palice Orleer amd 2011 FeCIpenl Chr stopner
hlatlese, EOW lan

of Hiomos Ly Eor thismernorable evend. Oiber
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:_.¢1l\.':\.1_';'\. [sphver ga.?-ll.'l:.l_.l:-_ |."~\‘|F|_' &1, Ramada
Inm of Toms River. Swedeabore Troe Value, South
Jersazy Mam Knights amd First Priocity Emengendy
Vehicles. Photography services were doaated by
Janes Webh Photography located in Pesnberton,
aml D services were donabed by John Lee ol
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The 2011 rescipicants ard Oicer Do Inc. mamibDrs,

Mare than 200 e |FI|_' attended the Honon ng
i O members

Char Heraes Gala, ranging fied

and volunteers Lo current and sl redipasnis,

her supporters throughout the
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TNy ooarmumities in Mew Jersey. S
departments that did not have recipients bal
were represented included Howell Tenenship,
Pemnberton, Mount Laure] and the New Jersey
Law Enforcement Supervisors Association,
i :|!-\.|.-'|t: others,

”'.l_' I_"\.:-'H.l'.l'e: of the colors was irese mited |"'"-
he r||-'|'.l-|'||l_"'-:'."|,,'|: on Police and Beachwood
Palice Honor Guard, while Monmouth

Coanty PolicelFire i"||-:;'. and Drums was also

ach

there. Senior Parole Officer Yictoria Le

SANR & W anderiul rendition of the natkonal

The chilldren of Ocoan Gate Polica
Department Officer Jason Marlas.

anthem, The event's guedl speaker was Agent
Christopher Bopers, retired froom Collingwoos]
Police Department.

In the immediate days following the gala.
cach recipiert family expressed kind words
iaf l;r.'ml::_.:l-:_- tfoward QDN for honoring them
ard thelr loved ones Sacey Vasile, widow al
2011 ||.'|.|I:|.\.'|!| .'.I'||_||_'|-\.| Vasile, -\,,-\.|T|L.":|.'|:|'|E t e
organization after the gdh that honored her late
Bitisbard with the slosring statement: W k=n

1 firet heard about Oficer Diown and that they

chose miv hidhand, Officer ."I.I'||:'_|.'|-\.| Vasibe, as
ane af their 2001 reciplents | was speechliess, |

Ehiougha |
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of strangers to wanl o g v Lhecie 5 IppOrE o my
family and mysell, and [ was in dishellef Orver
the next few months, 1 realized than this was
not just an onganization of itrangers offering
suppaort. [1'% more like a family. They accepled
iy som and mysell right from the start. not
even knowing who we were. From thie first
olsone call in early 2011 until this very day, I

WG (D NECEIVE phone cals, text MexEages
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WE A SOLE OFficer Diossn s neof just about

fund raasing. L dfcer Down tsan oEgankzation o
members that go abowve 2nd beyond to let you
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and 1, Offacer D Ine. is our guandian angel!”

Since QDN was established in 2002, the
organization has provided over $300,000 in

monetary assislance to over 30 recipients

Sorgeant ot Amms Monloa Braun and Treasuner
and 2008 rmcipient Pete Scambaggio.
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Tt 2011 recipians at the 2011 Matoreyche Run. Mficer Dawn Inc. Chairman Len

Ih.rr-u.ghmn the state, ODI is committed o
,tiu,?_‘ing those officers in need and thelr Bamilies
This remsrkable organizathon is ruu.u,-'u;u_'lu-:i'.'u,-l}'
by wvolunteers amd existe o ensure that these
afficers ane nol forgotten

Current-year sponsors of OD1 include
Frospectors Kestaurant, Sea Wall Marine,
PartsGeek.cam, Lodge #191, the William
Garaiet Charilable Foundation and others, 001
is carrently looking for mose year sponsoss,
ODI Chadrman Len Werner stafes, "Due bo all
af the recent tragedy in the palice community,
ninw meare than ever wie must show our arity in
supporling cur own, 'Ihmlgh an peganizatbon
like Officer Dven, we continue 1o remind
people that we dan'i forget those officers wha
e s inich for t|'.1.'1-afcl:r af athers”

Woerner and his daughler Haloy.

O hosts events |h.rn||3h|-1|z the VEAF f
raise maney for its recipients. The 4th Arnmual
Oiffscer Do Groes Coumnbry wias bkl on March
24, 2012, at Prospectors in Me, Laurel. The Feel
o Real Country Band and The Johnny Cash
Shiow domated their time and talents. On June
16, 20032, the 9tk Annual Motorcyde Bun will
start at the Mercer County Airport. The run
will include clagsic and antique cars for the
first time, (tther events this vear will inclede
SummerStock in August and a cug-a-thon 2t
Salan Pure in Princeton on Scplrm'lwr 1, The
VEAT will finlsh off with the |;_|,:|.'4|

Wiih |1|.'||||,'f deaths and injurles on the
rise and depariment numbers on a swift
decline, families are in meed of the suppan
of 001 more than ever before. ODI wants

rx and Alannfactmrers of Cwaliry Layw,
Fyvexs, Peareol and Uil ‘ﬂf :

tha 2011 Motoroycla Run pfter-party;

1o make 2012 the best year yet. The problem
arising in thiz greai organization is the lack
af manpower. In order for OD] fo continue
its amazing and selfless work, volunteers
are necded.

Bezides volunteers, DD s alw Ay in e
of corporate sponsors, as well as auction
itemns. Year sponsoss will recelve their loges on
agvertising materials and event shims and can
st up tables af events, Thise businesses also get
a link on Qs website and two tickes 1o each
event (excluding the gala] per $1,000 donated.
Please help makoe 2002 the most siscceisial vear
aed honor our brother amd sister afficers.,

For event dates, information and ismobrement
and sponsorship opporiunities, please visit
vru'l'.'.u!'li.c-:rdmmni.-:!r!.;, ]
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